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1. About Northway and this report
Northway is a maintained special school in the London Borough of Barnet. We provide specialist education across three sites for pupils from Reception to Year 11 who have Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and significant and complex special educational needs.
Our pupils have a wide range of needs across the four broad areas identified in the SEND Code of Practice: communication and interaction; cognition and learning; social, emotional and mental health difficulties; and sensory and/or physical needs. Many pupils have autism, and pupils may have needs across more than one area. The combination and impact of need is individual to each pupil.
This SEN Information Report explains how Northway implements the provision described in pupils' EHCPs and how we support access, participation, progress, wellbeing and preparation for adulthood. It is published under section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2014 and Schedule 1 of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, and should be read alongside the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years and Northway's Accessibility Plan.
The report is reviewed annually and will be updated sooner if information changes materially during the year.
2. Our approach to SEND
At Northway, SEND provision is the core purpose of the school rather than an additional layer of support. We start with each pupil's EHCP, strengths, needs, communication, interests and aspirations, and use these to shape teaching, support and individual priorities.
Our curriculum is underpinned by four drivers: Communication, Independence, Wellbeing and Fun. We want pupils to make meaningful progress, have a reliable voice, develop independence and participate as fully as possible in school and community life.
Approaches are selected according to individual need and may include total communication, TEACCH-informed practice, SCERTS-informed approaches, Zones of Regulation, Intensive Interaction and structured sensory/regulation support.
3. How we identify needs and assess progress
As a special school, pupils are admitted with an EHCP through the local authority placement process. Before admission, Northway considers the information available about the pupil and whether the school can meet the provision specified in the EHCP.
Assessment continues throughout a pupil's time at Northway. Teachers and wider professionals use observation, curriculum assessment, Evidence for Learning, Personal Learning Plans (PLPs), EHCP outcomes, pupil and family views and professional advice to understand progress and identify changing needs.
Where progress, presentation or circumstances indicate that provision may need to change, the class team and relevant leaders/professionals review the available evidence with the family and pupil. Advice from therapy, educational psychology, health or social care may be sought where appropriate.
4. Teaching, curriculum and reasonable adjustments
Teaching is highly differentiated and adapted to pupils' developmental levels, communication, sensory profiles, physical needs and learning styles. Classes are supported by teachers and support staff who know pupils well.
Adaptations may include visual structure, symbols, reduced language, alternative recording methods, repetition, overlearning, individual work systems, sensory breaks, movement opportunities, specialist seating or equipment, adapted resources, smaller-group or individual teaching and changes to the physical environment.
At secondary level, pupils access pathways appropriate to their learning profile, including functional learning and, where suitable, Entry Level qualifications and ASDAN. Learning increasingly incorporates independence, community access, work-related learning and preparation for adulthood.
5. Communication
Communication is a whole-school priority. We use a total communication approach so that pupils can understand others, express choices, communicate needs and opinions, build relationships and participate in decisions.
Depending on individual need, this may include speech, Makaton, objects of reference, photographs, symbols, core boards, communication books, low-tech AAC and individual high-tech AAC devices. Communication systems should be available to pupils throughout the school day and not limited to specific lessons or therapy sessions.
Staff work with Speech and Language Therapy and families to support consistency. Individual communication systems and vocabulary are reviewed and developed as pupils' needs and experiences change.
6. Specialist expertise, therapies and equipment
Northway works with a range of professionals according to pupils' assessed needs and EHCP provision. This may include Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Educational Psychology, school nursing and other health, social care or specialist services.
Therapeutic advice is most effective when it is embedded into everyday teaching and routines. Class teams therefore work with professionals to incorporate recommended communication, sensory, physical and independence strategies across the school day.
Specialist equipment and facilities are provided according to assessed need. This can include AAC, specialist seating, moving and handling equipment, sensory resources and access to physical and therapeutic spaces. Northway's swimming pool also supports curriculum, physical development and therapeutic provision where appropriate.
7. Staff expertise and training
Northway invests in staff development because the quality and consistency of adult practice has a direct impact on pupils. Training is matched to the needs of the cohort and individual pupils.
Training may include communication and AAC, autism-informed practice, positive and proactive behaviour support, regulation and sensory needs, safeguarding, first aid and medical needs, moving and handling, swimming, intimate care and pupil-specific specialist training.
Advice and modelling from therapists and other professionals are used alongside formal training, coaching and school-based support.
8. Wellbeing, regulation and behaviour support
We understand behaviour as communication and recognise that dysregulation can arise when pupils are overwhelmed, unable to communicate effectively, anxious, in pain or finding the environment or demands difficult.
Our approach is positive and proactive. Staff seek to understand the function and context of behaviour, reduce avoidable triggers, support communication and regulation and teach pupils safer and more effective ways to cope and communicate.
Individual strategies may include predictable routines, visual support, access to communication, sensory regulation, adapted environments, co-regulation, personalised behaviour/support plans and multidisciplinary advice.
9. Pupil voice
Every pupil has the right to be heard. For many Northway pupils, meaningful pupil voice requires adults to recognise communication that is not spoken.
Pupil views may therefore be gathered through AAC, symbols, photographs, observation, choices, preference assessments, supported conversations, pupil meetings and contributions to PLPs and Annual Reviews. Staff should not assume that limited speech means limited views.
10. Working with parents and carers
Families know their children extremely well and are important partners in planning provision. Northway aims to maintain open communication with families about progress, priorities, successes and concerns.
Parents and carers contribute to EHCP Annual Reviews, PLPs and other planning and are encouraged to share information about changes in health, communication, behaviour, family circumstances or other matters that may affect their child.
Where a family has concerns about SEND provision, we encourage them to speak first with the class teacher or relevant school leader so that issues can be understood and addressed promptly.
11. EHCP Annual Reviews
Every pupil's EHCP is formally reviewed in accordance with the statutory Annual Review process. Reviews consider progress towards outcomes, whether outcomes and provision remain appropriate, the pupil's and family's views and whether amendments to the plan may be required.
Annual Reviews increasingly focus on preparation for adulthood from Year 9 onwards, including aspirations, independence, community participation, further education/training, employment where appropriate and health and adult-life outcomes.
12. Inclusion and wider school life
Northway pupils are supported to participate in the full life of the school, including assemblies, celebrations, PE, swimming, trips, community learning, performances and other enrichment activities, with reasonable adjustments made according to individual need.
The school does not assume that a pupil cannot participate because of disability or SEND. Activities are planned by considering what adaptations, staffing, communication, equipment or risk controls will enable meaningful participation.
13. Transition and preparation for adulthood
Transitions are planned carefully because changes of environment, staff and routines can be significant for our pupils. Transition support may include visits, photographs, visual information, staff liaison, information sharing, phased familiarisation and work with families and receiving settings.
For older pupils, the curriculum increasingly supports preparation for adulthood. This includes communication and self-advocacy, personal care, travel and community access, functional literacy and numeracy, relationships, wellbeing, independent living skills and pathways to further education, training or work-related opportunities according to individual need.
Northway works with families, the local authority and receiving providers to support Year 11 transition and to ensure relevant information is transferred securely and in good time.
14. Admissions
Admission to Northway is through the statutory EHCP placement process. The local authority consults the school about whether Northway can meet a child's needs and the provision in their EHCP. Decisions about naming a school in an EHCP are made through the statutory SEND process.
Northway does not operate a separate admissions test or refuse access because a pupil is disabled. Where the school raises concerns in response to a consultation, these relate to the statutory considerations around whether the school can meet the child's needs and the impact on the efficient education of others or efficient use of resources.
15. Disabled pupils and accessibility
Northway is committed to ensuring disabled pupils are not treated less favourably because of disability and to making reasonable adjustments so pupils can access education, facilities, information and school life.
Accessibility needs vary across our three sites. The school reviews physical access, curriculum access and access to information and sets out planned improvements in its Accessibility Plan, in accordance with Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010.
Individual access arrangements may include adapted equipment, moving and handling support, personal care, communication support, accessible formats, environmental adaptations and specialist professional advice.
16. Working with other services
Northway works with education, health, social care and voluntary/community services where they are involved with a pupil. This may include therapists, educational psychologists, school nursing, medical professionals, social workers, Early Help, CAMHS and other specialist teams.
Information is shared lawfully and proportionately, with the aim of coordinating support around the pupil and family.
17. Complaints and resolving concerns
We want concerns to be resolved as early as possible. Parents or carers who are worried about their child's provision should initially contact the class teacher or relevant school leader. If the matter is not resolved, it can be raised with the Headteacher and, where appropriate, through Northway's published Complaints Policy.
Concerns about the content of an EHCP, a local authority decision or the statutory SEND process are matters for the local authority and may carry separate rights of mediation or appeal. Barnet SENDIASS can provide free, impartial information and support.
18. Barnet SENDIASS and the Local Offer
Barnet SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) provides free, confidential and impartial information and support to children and young people with SEND and their parents/carers.
Telephone: 020 8359 7637
Email: SENDIASS@barnet.gov.uk
Address: Barnet SENDIASS, London Borough of Barnet, 2 Bristol Avenue, Colindale, London NW9 4EW
Barnet's Local Offer brings together information about SEND services and support across education, health, social care, leisure, transport, therapies, money matters and preparation for adulthood. Northway's SEN Information Report should be read alongside the Barnet Local Offer.
19. Contacting Northway about SEND
Because Northway is a special school, responsibility for SEND provision is shared across the school's leadership and teaching teams rather than sitting solely with a mainstream-school SENCo model.
Headteacher: Danielle Barker
First point of contact about an individual pupil: the pupil's class teacher
Central office: 020 8359 5450
Email: office@northway.barnet.sch.uk
Senior contact for SEND provision: Danielle Barker, Headteacher
20. Review and statutory basis
This report will be reviewed at least annually and updated as soon as practicable if information changes during the year. A paper copy can be provided free of charge on request.
The report has been prepared with reference to section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2014; Schedule 1 of the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014; paragraphs 6.79-6.82 of the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years; the Equality Act 2010; and current DfE requirements for information maintained schools must publish online.
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